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Minute for Membership
Alabama P.E.O. Membership Committee

Happy Fall, Sisters!!!  I don’t know about the southern part of the state, but up north, the temperatures certainly don’t tell me it is Fall!  Football is in full swing, most schools have a good nine weeks under the wraps, and we can begin to look forward to all the holidays coming up.

This month, 16 Alabama sisters and 3 BILs joined over 4000 P.E.O. sisters for CIC in Pittsburgh. What a great four days we had, beginning with our State Dinner.  We met so many sisters from across Canada and the US we can’t help but come home with a renewed love of our sisterhood and the work we do empowering women to pursue their educational dreams.  One of the most exciting take aways from the week is that ALABAMA is now ONE of TWO states with no disbanded chapters!!!

As you know, there were amendments aplenty!  It was amazing to see parliamentary procedure working at its best. You can read the results of all the amendments and Convention proceedings on the website, but there are a few that directly relate to membership.

The first amendment was a carryover from CIC 2021 that was referred to the S&R committee for further examination.  It proposed changing eligibility for membership from 18 to 17.  This amendment was defeated.  An eligible woman must be 18 to be presented for membership.

Amendment B-1 and conforming amendments removing the distinction between resident and non- resident members was approved.  With the ability to hold hybrid meetings, a non- resident member can fully participate in chapter meetings.

Sadly, for the first time in 46 years, total membership has fallen below 200,000.  The reasons are many, but the initiative “You Add to P.E.O. and P.E.O. Adds to You” recognizes the value of membership.  We encourage in this upcoming season to invite potential members to socials, arrange to meet for lunch or coffee, have them join a group in a pop-up social such as a play or concert. Perhaps bring them along for a painting or candle making class.  Bring them along into the wonderful world of P.E.O. as you Embrace the Adventure of P.E.O

