	$$$    FUND-RAISING IDEAS     $$$


These successful ideas were gathered from the President’s Letters

$$
FASHION SHOW AND LUNCHEON -  Gross sales $2,225.  Chapter K held this event in the church hall of one of its members.  They arranged with a boutique to furnish the fashions.  Each member was requested to sell 10 tickets at $10 each to friends, relatives, co-workers, etc., to attend the fashion show.  Those not able to sell tickets just made a donation and considered that was their gift to P.E.O. for the year.  Additionally, each member was responsible for one door prize or silent auction prize, if possible.  (The silent auction part raised $325.00).  The members then served a light lunch to those attending the fashion show.
$$
GARAGE SALES.  Several chapters have had very successful garage sales.  It does take work planning and gathering items, pricing and cheerful ‘salesladies’ the day of the event.  Always a great way to earn money and a good way to clean out the closets.  Left-over items are donated to local charity.  Chapter W’s profit was $1620 this year. 

$$
LOVE and GIFT BASKETS - At their Christmas BIL Social, Chapter W sold $10 raffle tickets for gift baskets filled with items donated by members and raised $420.  Their Easter baskets brought in another $127.

Chapter G shares their ideas for this fun and painless idea. One person takes a basket home after a meeting (any size basket you want to use, but we used the same one for 2 years).  She would then fill it with assorted "stuff".  We had baskets with a potted plant and some garden gloves; a tea basket with assorted teas, a teacup, and some tea cookies; a Halloween basket; a Christmas basket with assorted Christmas cocktail napkins, ornaments, etc.; a valentine basket; a spring basket; and baskets with a small frozen casserole; one with a bottle of wine and 2 wine glasses and napkins; and a St. Patrick’s Day basket.  The imagination is endless.  Each person pays a dollar for her name to go in the drawing.  Someone would then draw a name and that person got the basket.   The winner would have to fill it for the next meeting.  You can put your name in the basket more than one time if it's something you especially want to win.

$$
LUNCHEONS on meeting days.  In Chapter K , covered dish luncheons are held whereby each sister brings her favorite covered dish and then pays to share in all the covered dishes.  Extra casseroles can be sold.  Chapter W has several co-hosts provide the luncheon with members donating the equivalent value of a restaurant meal.    Chapter J’s Ways and Means Committee provides the luncheon and charges $7.  If the recipes of the luncheon are requested, someone makes copies for the next meeting and sells them for 25 cents.  Luncheons for a special occasion are fun too.

$$
AUCTION for members only of homemade items (food, crafts, etc) $300,

A Christmas bake and craft sale netted $900.  Can expand the items to include casseroles, homemade breads, jellies, and normal Christmas baked items.

$$
WHITE ELEPHANT and CHRISTMAS IN JULY auction – Auction off items you received during the year that you just don’t need or that doesn’t match the décor in your home; no problem, save it for the next chapter auction.  Easy way to bring in $100+

$$
Check out stores in your area who host CHARITY EVENTS SALES such as McRae’s or Dillard’s.  Sell the $5 tickets and keep the profits.  The chapter may need to supply volunteers to work at the event.  Chapter R netted over $1200 with this event.

$$
Purchase PLANTS from local wholesaler for resale to members and friends: herbs in spring, mums in fall and poinsettias’ for Christmas.  Chapter B profited $2186 for the year. 

$$
RENT A TABLE at community or church bazaar and sell items donated by chapter members. $350

$$
CARD PARTY: Chapter O successfully raised $1550. The chapter members donate door prizes and sells tickets for $10 each.  Hold in large meeting room, serve lunch and let the attendees enjoy a day of playing cards and good ole fellowship.  Approximately 200 attended. 

$$
PECAN SALES: Chapter N netted over $700.  The profit is about 30%.  Chapter members are requested to purchase a minimum of 10 (1-lb.) bags or make a $20 contribution (which would be profit from 10 bags).  We take orders from the other chapters in the area as well as from family and friends. Pecans were purchase from the Tucker Pecan Co. in Montgomery.

$$
SOUP AND COOKIE MIX: Chapter H has used this idea for several years. The chapter takes orders so there are no ‘leftovers’. They purchase the dry ingredients - one team mixes up the “soup”, another the “cookies”.  Someone sews simple cloth bags to hold the ingredients, and then the recipe is attached.  Gross profit this year was $2900.
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